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TURBINE-HOUSE OF THE DNIEPER-D\M POWER STATION

the first of them even in those years when everything was
still in confusion after the civil war, when people were tired
and exhausted, and building materials and equipment were
so scarce Many people thought this Plan was far too
ambitious to be possible of fulfilment, and Lenin was called
an unpractical dreamer But the schemes went boldly
ahead, despite all kinds of obstacles and difficulties > and in
the end the aims of the great Electrification Plan were more
than fulfilled In fact, fifteen years after this Electrifica-
tion Plan, instead of power-stations with a total capacity of a
million and three-quarter kilowatts, power-stations with a
total capacity of nearly four and a half million kilowatts had
been installed Great rivers like the Dnieper and the
Volga were dammed up, to create a fall of water that could
be used to drive giant turbines In other places power-
stations were built near coal and peat, burning the coal or
peat to generate electricity Already by 1928 the country
was producing two and a half times as much electricity as
she had done in Tsarist days Ten years later she was